HARBOROUGH DISTRICT COUNCIL

The grant scheme will open for applications on 12 September 2025 and will close on 31
October 2025. Applications will not be accepted after this date.

The UK Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF) is the replacement of the European Structural
and Investment Programme (ESIF). The UKSPF funding is given directly to local
authorities to invest in three local priorities: communities and place, support for local
businesses and people and skills. For detailed information on the fund for the current
period, please refer to the UK Shared Prosperity Fund: 2025-26 technical note:
https//www.gov.uk/govern ment/publications/uk-shared-prosperity-fund-prospectus/uk-
shared-prosperity-fund-2025-26-technical-note

Harborough District Council has agreed to set up this business grants scheme, the
Tourism Development Grant 25-26, funded through the UK Shared Prosperity Fund. This
fund sits under the Communities and Place investment priority.

The grant scheme aims to strengthen the local visitor economy by supporting businesses
to enhance the district's tourism offer, attract more visitors, and improve the overall visitor
experience.

£20,000 has been allocated to this project under the UK Shared Prosperity Fund.
Applications will be reviewed on the closure of the application window.

Through the Tourism Development Grant, Harborough District Council aimsto achieve
measurable impacts such as: an enhanced visitor experience and increased footfall, the
development of new attractions and tourism products, support for the growth and
sustainability of local hospitality businesses, and the creation of new employment
opportunities within the district's visitor economy.

This scheme will support Harborough district businesses to invest in projects that
strengthen and grow their tourism offer. Examples of eligible projects include, but are not
limited to:

e Improving Visitor Facilities: Upgrading physical premises, enhancing
accessibility, or creating new amenities for tourists.

e Developing New Experiences: Creating new visitor attractions, guided tours,
themed trails, or workshops that diversify the local tourism product.

e Digital Enhancement: Development of visitor-focused apps, implementation of
online booking systems, or creation of virtual tours to attract a wider audience.

e Marketing and Promotion: Targeted marketing campaigns to attract new visitor
demographics to the district.



e Sustainable Tourism: Projects that enhance the environmental sustainability of a
tourism business, such as installing EV charging points for guests or initiatives to
reduce waste.

All applicants are encouraged to get in touch with the Economic Development Team at
Harborough District Council and engage with the fully funded Harborough District
Business Advice Service. For more information please visit
https://investinharborough.com/hdbas.

31 Organisations that are in administration, insolvent or where a striking -off notice
has been made, are not eligible for funding under this scheme.

32 The application must be for a grant of between £500 and £2,000.
33 The project and business must be based in the Harborough District.

3.4 There isno starting date from which businesses must have been trading to qualify
for grant funding. Start-up businesses are also able to apply.

35 As part of their application process for the scheme, all businesses will be required
to self-certify that they meet all eligibility criteria.

3.6 The grant amounts given to individual businesses will be subject to subsidy
allowances.
37 Most business types can apply, including sole traders, partnerships, limited

companies, CICs, social enterprises, and registered charities operating a tourism-
related enterprise.

3.8 For the purposes of this grant scheme, a business istrading ifitis engaged in
business activity. This should be interpreted as carrying on a trade/ profession or
buying and selling goods or services in order to generate turnover. Fully

constituted businesses in liquidation, dissolved, struck off or subject to a striking-
off notice are not eligible under these conditions.

39 Organisations that received a grant in the 24-25 financial year under a Harborough
UKSPF business grant scheme can apply, however, organisations that did not wiill
take priority.

310 Match funding is not an absolute requirement, because the Council recognises
that businesses are committed by paying for the good/services upfront. However,
applications which demonstrate that they have match funding are more likely to
be supported, as they demonstrate that the business or other funders are
contributing towards overall costs.

31 The council requires the following information for all applicants:

A. Name of business

B. Business Trading Address including postcode

C. Unique identifier (preferably Company Reference Number (CRN)) ifapplicable.
If not applicable, VAT Registration Number, Self-assessment/Partnership



Number, National Insurance Number, Unique Taxpayer Reference, Registered
Charity Number will also be acceptable)

D. Nature of Business
E. Date business established
F. Number of employees
G. Business rate account number (if applicable)
312 In accepting the grant, the business confirms itis eligible and where they no

longer meet the eligibility criteria, they will be required to contact the Council.

313 Where relevant, the project must have any permissions or licences needed before
a grant can be approved. Thisincludes, but is not limited to:

e Planning permission.

e Buildingsregulations approval.

e Conservation area consent.

e Listed building consent.

e Appropriate ecclesiastical permission.

e Consent of landlord where the applicantis a tenant or leases the building/land.

e Waste carrier's licence.

e Relevant health and safety and insurance requirements including risk
assessments where relevant.

e Photo permission forms.

314  Thisfunding may only be used for new projects. Projects must not start before the
grant is approved.

4] The council will only accept online applications, and these must be made via the
www.grantapproval.co.uk website.

4.2 If you have any initial enquiries about the grant scheme you can email us at
business@harborough.gov.uk. You should discuss an application that you have
submitted or an ongoing grant with us using the ‘Comments’ tab in the online
system.

43 Grants will be paid in full on approval of your application.

The council will only accept online applications, and these must be made via the
www.grantapproval.co.uk website. If you have not used this system before, you will need
to register for an account. Once you are registered and logged onto the system, select
‘Harborough' as your local authority and click ‘find schemes'’. The title of the fund in the
online system is ‘UKSPF - Tourism Development Grant'. It is the responsibility of the
applicant to ensure that they provide the correct and accurate information the first time.



